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American born parents, as compared with 78.18 in Vermont, 31.53 in 
Massachusetts, 31.83 in Rhode Island, and 41.2 in Connecticut. The 
birth rate of all children, according to the returns, was 22.23. The 
divorce rate in Maine appears to be high. In 1896 there was one 
divorce in every 8.3 marriages solemnized ; in Vermont one to 
15.7 ; in Massachusetts one to 19.2 ; in Rhode Island one to 9.2 ; and 
in Connecticut one to 14.9. 



LABOR INQUIRIES. 



Labor Copartnership. Notes of a Visit to Cooperative Workshops, 
Factories, and Homes in Great Britain and Ireland, in which Em- 
ployer, Employee, and Consumer share in Ownership, Management, 
and Results. By Henry Demerest Lloyd. Illustrated. New York. 
1898. Pp. 351. 

This is an extended account of a journey which Mr. Lloyd made 
in 1897 through various parts of England in order to learn exactly 
what was being done in the line of cooperative production. The 
work of the distributive stores in England is generally well known ; 
of productive cooperation, however, there is ignorance. The author 
secured his information at first hand, visiting many places, talked 
with many directors and workmen, collected much ephemeral litera- 
ture, and has presented his notes and statistics in a most convenient 
form. There are more than 150 productive establishments with an 
aggregate capital of over $5,000,000. The experiments described 
include copartnership farms as well as factories. 

The Office du Travail of Belgium has undertaken the publication 
of a new annual entitled Annuaire de la Legislation du Travail. 
The first volume, that for 1897, has just been issued (Brussels, 1898. 
Pp. xii, 390). This does not cover the whole range of social legisla- 
tion, but is confined to laws concerning the organization of labor, the 
right of combination and of strikes, the right of association, arbitration, 
conciliation, labor contract, apprenticeship, wages, health protection 
of the laborer, inspection, laws relating to accidents and working- 
men's insurance. The text of the more important laws is accom- 
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panied by a note in regard to parliamentary work or to official 
inquiries which have brought them about. There is also a detailed 
alphabetical index. The work promises to be of great value to 
students. One hundred and four pages are given to Germany, 25 to 
Austria, 60 to Belgium, 70 to Great Britain, 5 to Norway, 28 to the 
Netherlands, 15 to Russia, 12 to Switzerland, and 35 to the United 
States. 

The French Office du Travail has published an Alburn graphique 
entitled Salaires et Duree du Travail dans V Industrie Frangaise. 
(Paris, 1897. Plates 29.) It includes maps by departments, show- 
ing the distribution of the working population under consideration, 
the average day's wages by male workmen within the field of 
inquiry, expenditures, and the movement of wages. There are also 
ingenious charts in the form of rectangles, circles, and curves. 

In the Report on Strikes and Lockouts of 1897 (London, 1898. 
Pp. c, 171) it is noted that the general plan of the statistics has been 
changed only in one minor point. This is the omission of the tables 
of very small disputes involving less than ten persons, or less than 
one day's stoppage of work, unless the aggregate duration of a dis- 
pute exceeded 100 working days. It was found that in 106 of the 
disputes in 1897 the number of work people involved was 1649 only, 
and that the aggregate was less than 2800 working days. Such dis- 
putes are regarded as too trivial to affect any of the results from a 
statistical point of view. 

The report also contains an account of the work done by various 
agencies for settling disputes, the text of certain amendments term- 
inating these, and specimens of the forms used by the department 
when making its inquiries. 

No. 8, October 1898, of the Labor Bulletin of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has a special article on Hours of Labor in Domestic 
Service, based upon data furnished by the Committee on Domestic 
Reform of the Woman's Educational and Industrial Union of Boston. 
Iu all, the number of returns received covered 184 different families, 
in which 289 persons were employed, — individual schedules being 
furnished for 245 of these. 



